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On January 14, 2022, the Hearing Officer for the City of Wichita’s Aquifer Storage and        

Recovery (ASR) Permit Modification Proposal submitted to the Chief Engineer, Division of   

Water Resources, a recommendation that the proposal be dismissed and not approved. The 

City’s proposal requested that the City be allowed to accumulate recharge credits without 

physically injecting treated Little Arkansas River surface water into the aquifer when the 

groundwater levels were high, and also requested that recharge credits be allowed to be  

withdrawn when the groundwater levels are lower than currently allowed. The Hearing Officer 

found that the Kansas Water Appropriation Act does not allow the proposed fundamental 

changes to the City’s existing water permits, nor did the City meet the statutory requirement 

to properly demonstrate that the proposed changes would not impair existing water rights or 

prejudicially and unreasonably affect the public interest. The Chief Engineer is now reviewing 

the recommendation and the extensive hearing transcript and evidence, and will render a   

decision to either accept, reject, or modify the Hearing Officer’s recommendation. The City of 

Wichita and the Division of Water Resources supported the proposal, while the District and the 

Intervenors opposed the proposal. 

The District’s seven weather stations are in the process of being upgraded. The existing 

weather stations are more than 20 years old and many of the components are failing and  

obsolete. In cooperation with Kansas State University (KSU), the Mount Hope and Pretty  

Prairie stations were recently upgraded. The data for these two stations can no longer be  

accessed by phone, but the daily and hourly data for all of the District’s stations, as well as 

many other stations throughout the state, is available at the KSU Weather Data Library 

Mesonet at the following link:  https://mesonet.k-state.edu/weather/historical/ 

If you have any questions or need assistance with accessing the data, please contact the   

District office. 

The District is pleased to announce the hiring of Brad Barton as the District’s Hydrogeologist 

on October 18, 2021. Brad grew up in Newton, Kansas and received a Bachelor of Science 

degree in geology/geophysics and is a licensed professional geologist in the state of Kansas. 

Brad has 16 years of experience in the private sector as a geologist for consulting firms. 

Stop by the office or call and introduce yourself and welcome Brad to the District. 

https://mesonet.k-state.edu/weather/historical/

