
The Public Hearing before the Hearing Officer (Chief Engineer, Division of Water Resources), regarding 

the City of Wichita’s Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) Permit Modification Proposal will be held on 

December 11, 2018, at 9:00 a.m., at American Ag Credit, 4105 N. Ridge Rd., Wichita, Kansas. The pur-

pose of the hearing is to receive oral comments from the public and all interested parties. The formal 

phase of the Hearing is tentatively scheduled for February 13 and 14 (if needed), 2019, at the same 

location, where the formal parties will provide comments and testimony to the Chief Engineer.  Formal 

parties include the City of Wichita, Division of Water Resources, a group of local water right owners, 

and the Equus Beds Groundwater Management District. Immediately following the formal hearing, a 

limited amount of time will be allowed for additional public comments. 

The City of Wichita is requesting two fundamental changes to the ASR Phase II project and water per-

mit approvals: 

Lowering of the minimum index levels that are used to determine when the City can withdraw its 

recharge credits. The Basing Storage Area (BSA) where the City can inject treated source wa-

ter from the Little Arkansas River into the aquifer to develop recharge credits and later with-

draw the recharge credits is divided into 38 Index Cells and is defined by horizontal and verti-

cal boundaries. Currently, the City is not allowed to withdraw recharge credits when the water-

level is below the defined bottom of the BSA, which is based on the January 1993 water-levels 

when the aquifer was at its historically lowest water levels in the BSA. The City is requesting 

that the bottom of the BSA be lowered between approximately 9 to 23 feet depending on In-

dex Cell, thereby allowing the City to withdraw recharge credits at lower groundwater levels. 

Authorization for a new type of recharge credit: Aquifer Maintenance Credits (AMCs). The City is 

requesting that under certain conditions they be allowed to accumulate recharge credits with-

out physically injecting source water from the Little Arkansas River into the aquifer. AMCs 

would be allowed to be accumulated during times of limited aquifer recharge capacity, where-

as the City would receive recharge credits for treating surface water diverted from the Little 

Arkansas River and sent directly to the City for municipal use. 

The public and all interested parties are encouraged to submit oral comments at the hearing or submit 

written comments prior to 5:00 p.m. on March 15, 2019. Written testimony may be submitted by mail-

ing a copy to Ronda Hutton, Kansas Department of Agriculture, 1320 Research Park Drive, Manhattan, 

Kansas, 66502, Attn: Wichita ASR Project Testimony, or an electronic copy may be submitted via email 

to ronda.hutton@ks.gov. More information on the proposed changes is available online at DWR’s ASR 

webpage: http://www.agriculture.ks.gov/WichitaASR, or by contacting the Equus Beds Groundwater 

Management District. Please check DWR ASR website or the District’s website: www.gmd2.org for any 

updates to the hearing schedule. 

WATER USE REPORTS 
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CORRECTIONS 

Mail, fax or e-mail corrections to the District 
office at: 313 Spruce Street, Halstead, KS 
67056 • Phone: 316-835-2224 • Fax: 316-
835-2225 • E-mail: equusbeds@gmd2.org  
 
• Website: www.gmd2.org 
 
 
The Equus Beds Groundwater Management 
District No. 2 publishes the Equus Beds 
Groundwater News bi-annually. 
Subscriptions are free of charge. 

Most water right holders can apply for a multi-year flex account (MYFA) and obtain a 5 year term permit that 

temporarily replaces an existing (or base) water right. This term permit allows the water right’s annual au-

thorized quantity to be exceeded in any year, but restricts total pumping to a 5 year total allocation.  General-

ly, the total amount of the 5 year flex account allocation will be the larger of: 

5 times the average use of the water right from 2000-2009, or 

5 times the county’s net irrigation requirement for corn times the maximum acres irrigated from 2000-

2009 times 110 percent 

The 5 year allocation cannot exceed the base water right’s authorized quantity times 5. 

An application for a MYFA must be filed with DWR on or before December 31 of the first year of the MYFA 

term for which the application is being made.  In order for 2018 to be the first year of the MYFA 5 year peri-

od, the application must be filed by December 31, 2018. This program is voluntary and does not change the 

underlying base water right. At the end of the 5-year period, if not extended by a new MYFA application, the 

operation of the water right returns back to the original water right conditions. Please contact the Equus Beds 

or the local DWR Field Office for more information or if you need assistance completing the MYFA application 

form. The District encourages water right holders and operators to check their water use and file a MYFA ap-

plication by December 31, 2018, if the base water right’s authorized annual quantity has been exceeded. 

Penalty  
Category 

Severity Level A 
<24 hours 

Severity Level B 
24-72 hours over 

Severity Level C 
>72 hours 

1 
 

(no prior  
offense with-
in 5 previous 

years) 

Written notice of non-
compliance 

$1,000 per day and a one–year 
reduction in quantity equal to 

twice the quantity over pumped 

$1,000 per day and a one
-year reduction in quanti-
ty equal to three times 

the quantity over pumped 

2 
 

 (1 prior  
offense) 

$1,000 per day and a 
one-year reduction in 

quantity equal to twice 
the quantity over 

pumped 

$1,000 per day and a one-year 
suspension 

$1,000 per day and a 
three-year suspension 

3 
 

 (2 prior  
offenses) 

$1,000 per day and a 
one-year suspension 

$1,000 per day and a three-
year suspension 

$1,000 per day and a four
-year suspension 

4 
 

 (>3 prior 
offenses) 

$1,000 per day and a 
three-year suspension 

$1,000 per day and a four-year 
suspension 

$1,000 per day and a five
-year suspension 

If DWR issues a penalty order for over pumping, the water right owner can request an evidentiary hearing be-

fore the Chief Engineer within 15 days or request an administrative review by the Secretary of Agriculture within 

30 days. The owner can also request an informal settlement conference with DWR within 15 days to discuss the 

over pumping violation and possibly have the penalty reduced depending on the over pumping circumstances. 


